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indexed. Not illustrated. 1835 Excerpt: .is exactly the same as that of whole numbers--the value of any number
being increased ten times by the removal of this point one step on the right hand, in the same way as the value
of a whole number is increased by putting a nought after it, and this altering of the situation of the point is, in
fact, the same as multiplying by ten. Thus 5.736 =.5736 X 10; 57.36 = 5.736 x 10; 573.6 = 57.36 X 10; 5736= 573.6 X
10; 57360 = 5736 X 10; and so on. Now express in decimal notation--4 hundredths and 7 thousandths. 3 units, 8
tenths, and 9 hundredths. 9 units, 7 tenths, and 5 thousandths. Ed. In the first example, how am | to show that
there are no tenths? Mrs. D. Recollect that, in decimal notation, tenths, hundredths, c, have their places as well
as tens, hundreds, c.: how do you keep the places of the latter? Ed. Oh, | forgot; noughts are the place-keepers--
so after putting a point to show that there are no units, | suppose we must put a nought to show the place of
tenths, and the number will be written.047. Mrs. D. Thus the notation of decimals is, in this respect, the reverse of
whole numbers; noughts placed on the left hand change the value of a decimal, while noughts being placed on
the right hand do notin any way alter the number. For example, .35 is a...
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