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We believe that weve got to knock down the barriers. If you come to Broward County, you will see us all wearing
anti-barrier buttons. We ask five questions in my district: What are the barriers Who caused the barrier How
does it impact children Why do they have the barrier And why do we need to remove it | believe that with the re-
authorization of Title I, at the federal level, and with the leadership of Commissioner Crist and Governor Bush
that we can begin to look at the barriers. But weve got to look at the barriers and make sure that we as federal
government, as a state government, or as a local school district have not put barriers in the way of our
teachers that keep them from teaching our kids. Weve got to make sure that when we require them to go to
staff development that it adds value to the classroom and not just a roll sheet. Weve got to make sure the
paperwork that is done is done in a way that helps students; that it doesnt just satisfy somebody sitting in an
office in downtown Ft. Lauderdale, downtown Tallahassee, or Washington, D. C. So you can read my testimony
and see the positive things we are doing. | think we are closing the gap, and we are a model for the country. But
the reality is that weve got to do more to reform our system to get to...
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