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1809. The house in which he was born stood between the sites now occupied by the Hemenway Gymnasium and
the Law School of Harvard University, and was of historic interest as having been the headquarters of General
Artemas Ward, and of the Committee of Safety in the days just before the Revelation. Upon the steps of the
house stood President Langdon, of Harvard College, tradition says, and prayed for the men who, halting there a
few moments, marched forward under Colonel Prescott s lead to throw up intrenchments on Bunker Hill on the
night of June 16, 1775. Dr. Holmes s father carried forward the traditions of the old house, for he was Rev. Dr.
Abiel Holmes, whose American Annals was the first careful record of American history written a>er the
Revolution. Born and bred in the midst of historic associations, Holmes had from the first a lively interest in
American history and politics, and though possessed of strong humorous gi>s o>en turned his song into
patriotic channels, while the current of his literary life was distinctly American. He began to write poetry when
in college at Cambridge, and some of his best-known early pieces, like Evening, by a Tailor The Meeting of the
Dryads, The Spectre Pig, were contributed to the Collegian, an undergraduate journal, while he was studying
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