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CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on
demand. Paperback. 192 pages. Dimensions: 10.0in. x 7.0in. x 0.4in.The context is Cape Town, South Africa of the
1930s as seen through the pre-teen eyes of the author, Yousuf Joe Rassool when life was one interminable
summer. This family history covers the era of Gandhi in South Africa through the early Anti-Apartheid struggle.
Rassool recalls characters of the time with a crystal clarity that is both the blessing and curse of those who
went into exile. He brings to life No. 7 Buitencingle Street, the unoccupied and shuttered ancestral family home
of the Gools that is opened to their relatives, the Rassools, as temporary accommodation. The house, now run
down, spoke of a former grandeur, of lost nobility and wealth. It was once the venue of dignitaries, politicians,
and intellectuals including Dr Abdulla Abdurahman, Henry Sylvester Williams, and MK Gandhi. Gool and several
other associates including Dr. A. Abdurahman (who formed the African Peoples Organization), J. M. Wilson
(Gools African American accountant and business partner), Advocate Henry Sylvester Williams (who had called
the first Pan African Congress and was the first black man to serve on the Cape Supreme Court) and J. W. Boyce
became increasingly involved in the campaign to protest the erosion of the rights of non-whites, eventually
leading to a strong political support of and friendship with Gandhi. Gool wrote to Gandhi in 1897. Gool and his
associates shared the same belief that education was an essential weapon for their children to resists the
assaults on their human rights. Their outlook transcended notions of race and was visionary even by todays
standards. These visionaries were by no means revolutionaries they did not propose the overthrow of the
government nor Empire. Instead they simply wanted...
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