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along with massive job losses in the United States and other wealthy countries. Now, almost two years since the
recession was declared over, the job market remains tough-especially for new immigrants, who face difficulty
finding jobs and affordable housing, among other challenges. What | find intriguing, though, is that a majority
of the new immigrants | spoke to here in America were unaware of how the job market had changed radically
in the aftermath of recent economic crisis and how the new job landscape might impact their lives, particularly
in the first one or two years in America. | saw how surprised or even shocked people were when things didn t go
the way they had anticipated. Innumerable times | heard the same questions: Why did no one tell me the
economy and job market was so tough? Was finding work this difficult when you came here years ago? How
come no one told me it s difficult to find a place to stay when you don t have a job? Why is everyone talking
about paying bills-what are they? It got to a point where | began to ask myself why everyone seemed so clueless
about today s economy and the state of the job market. | concluded that people were unprepared because
either they were not getting enough information or they were just generally ignorant-or a combination of both.
My initial reaction was to search the Internet for any new books written on the current global economy,...
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