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Delivered at St. Dominic s Church, San Francisco, 1878 You are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation, a purchased people, that you may declare His virtues who hath called you out of darkness into His
admirable light. - 1st Epistle St. Peter, ch. 2, verse 9. Beloved Christians: - It is not my intention to be so
presumptuous as to imagine that | can entertain you to-night with praise adequate to the deserts of Ireland s
glorious Apostle. You need not expect to behold a perfect delineation of the rare virtues and noble exercises of
religion practised by him; for not St. Paul himself, who had awe-stricken his audience of the Areopagus, nor St.
Chrysostom, who received, whilst he was electrifying his people with his golden eloquence, a spontaneous burst
of applause, nor St. Basil, the Christian Demosthenes, could do justice to the subject before me to-night. Nay,
there is no finite being that can truly paint the grand character of our national Saint; it will then be reserved for
the infinite alone to pronounce on the great accounting day a perfect eulogium of the life and labors of Ireland
s Apostle, for He alone knows the immensity of good he has accomplished, and the intrinsic value of the virtues
with which his soul was adorned. It is the common opinion of the learned that he was born in France, of a noble
family, about the-., end of the fourth century. We are entirely ignorant of his ca rear of life until his sixteenth
year, when, by the disposition of ran all-wise...
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