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Friends, Hunterdon County, New Jersey: Compiled From the Minutes and Other Manuscripts Beginning in 1744
The region about Quakertown, New Jersey, was settled by Friends at an early date, how early it is impossible
now to determine with exactness. A few old deeds which have escaped the ravages of time indicate that some of
the families were there about 1726 or 1727. The Friends who were early settlers were members of Chesterfield
Monthly Meeting, of Burlington County. In the minutes of that Meeting, under date of 10th. 4, 1729, the following
minute is found: Thomas Williams, Samuel Schooley and others made application to this meeting that,
whereas, their settlement being remote from Friends, they request Friends approbation and consent to meet
together at one of their houses every First day of the week to worship God; whereupon this meeting, well
knowing the advantage the people of God have in meeting together in His name, approve of their so doing until
there be an established meeting nearer to them, or until Friends see some inconveniency in their so doing. This
is supposed to be the authority for the establishing of the Bethlehem Monthly Meeting, which aIerwards
became the Kingwood Meeting, the name of the township having been changed to the latter. In the act itself it
will he noticed that the location of the settlement is not given. There is no evidence of the appointment of
overseers until 1731, when a proposition was brought out to appoint overseers for Bethlehem. In 1733 Samuel
Large, Samuel Willson, John Stevenson, Edward Rockhill and Joseph King act as trustees for four acres...
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