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Summary: Michael Beschloss "One of America's greatest historians makes a powerful argument that the most
important historical pivot of the revolutionary 1960s was not President Kennedy's assassination or the tumult of
1968, but the fateful moment when Lyndon Johnson, at his zenith, turned from his Great Society to escalate the
war in Vietnam, and when his passage of the Voting Rights Act was quickly followed by riots in Watts. So
evocatively does James Patterson take us back into the vanished world of 1965 that many readers will wish they
could travel back in time and somehow change the tragic arc of history." Ira Katznelson, Ruggles Professor of
Political Science and History, Columbia University "Based on rich learning and resonant with thoughtful
interpretations, this incisive and lucid book does more than identify a point of inflection. Its fascinating
chronicle captures and explains how a configuration of racial and social change, popular culture, robust
legislative action, and a fierce and often brutal war as well as unrest at home decisively altered the vectors of
American life in ways that simply had not been anticipated just before 1965." Steven M. Gillon, Scholar-in-
Residence, The History Channel "Smart, thoughtful, fast-paced, engaging, and insightful--these are just a few of
the adjectives that describe James T. Patterson's masterful new book, The Eve of Destruction . Patterson makes
a convincing case that you cannot understand America today without coming to terms with this eventful, and
in some cases, tragic, year." David M. Kennedy, Professor of History Emeritus, Stanford University "Philip Roth
once called the immediate post-World War Il decades 'the greatest moment of collective inebriation in
American history.' James Patterson's The Eve of Destruction chronicles the origins of the awful reckoning that...
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