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Report of Honorable W. Foster, Secretary of State to the President of the United States, December 7, 1892 Dr.
Johnson said of Oliver Goldsmith that he never touches any subject, but he adorns it; and it may be said with
equal truth that Benjamin Franklin never discussed any subject, scientific or political, without illuminating it. In
an interesting interview with Dr. Franklin, in 1783, the question of the limitation of armaments was broached by
a Mr. Baynes, in whose journal the interview is recorded, and within the compass of a paragraph the great
Doctor pointed out the way in which armaments might be limited, and the reasons which in his opinion made
their limitation inevitable. Two young Englishmen, John Baynes and Samuel Romilly, the latter, like Franklin, a
benefactor of his kind, took advantage of the peace between the erstwhile colonies and the mother country, to
visit Dr. Franklin, who was then our Minister at the Court of Versailles, and for whom the young men had
conceived a great admiration. Romilly, doubtless to his great regret, was not present at the interview in
question. The venerable diplomat and statesman evidently took a fancy to them, for Romilly says in his
autobiography: Doctor Franklin was indulgent enough to converse a good deal with us, whom he observed to
be young men very desirous of improving by his conversation. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes
hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at This book is a reproduction of an important
historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving
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