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Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions: March 20 April 26, 1902 The Turkish Moslem is an orthodox Sunnite and
the Sultan is his religious as well as | political ruler. It is not true, as some have asserted, that no Moslems have
been converted, but every intelligent student of missions knows that unusual difficulties attend the effort to
preach the Gospel to the followers of Islam. A girl s confession of Christ in one of our boarding schools caused a
riot in, which physical violence was only averted by extraordinary tact and courage on the part of the
missionaries. A converted Moslem must immediately leave the country, or he will be drafted into the army, sent
to some distant place and never heard of again. In either case he is lost to the Protestant Church in Syria.
Indeed, according to Moslem law a Christian who has never been a Mohammedan is only allowed to live in a
Moslem land on the following conditions: He shall not found churches, monasteries, or religious establishments,
nor raise his house so high as, or higher than, the houses of the Moslems; not ride horses, but only mules and
donkeys, and these even after the manner of women; draw back and give way to Moslems in the thoroughfares;
wear clothes different from those of the Moslems, or some sign to distinguish him from them; have a distinctive
mark when in the public baths, namely iron, tin or copper bands; abstain from drinking wine and eating pork;
not celebrate religious feasts publicly; not sing or read aloud the text of the Old...
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