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Province of Ontario The documents appertaining to the history of a country are now classed among its most
valuable possessions. But history has assumed a new meaning with the advance of civilization, and, to-day, the
Records of Government, once the student s richest mine, share their importance with the ephemeral
memorabilia which concern the life of the people. The historian s point of view has undergone a radical
change. A knowledge of the social conditions of a nation is a first requisite to the study or writing of history;
hence the high value now placed upon family papers, diaries, account books, etc., which contain the humble
records of social and family life. This change has arisen naturally from the gradual widening of the political
suffrage, and its reaction upon legislation. The laws reflect the public needs, and in order to legislate wisely and
intelligently, the social atmosphere and environment, the sequences in social development, must be known.
Hence also the importance of documentary history in which a traveller s journal may rank with a political
despatch; and the reason why papers from private sources, municipal, educational, and ecclesiastical reports
and documents on the one hand, and State papers on the other, are given a place among public archives. The
one is the raw material for the general historian, the other for the history of public affairs. Legislation is the
expression in legal form of the hopes, ambitions, and necessities of a people. The public archives should furnish
material to show how political and social exigencies influence the laws, and how, in turn, the laws affect the...
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