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A SON OF THE MIDDLE BORDER

Createspace, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Alice Barber Stephens (illustrator). 229 x 152
mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.THERE are biographies which are said
to be more fascinating than any novel, but in the majority of these it will be found that the superiority of
interest is in inverse proportion to the degree in which the life-story approaches the novel in form. And so we
oHen turn with relief from the brightly colored pictures of fiction to the matter-of-fact relation of interesting
events that actually happened. Hamlin Garland, however, is one of those novelists who have managed in an
uncommon degree to join sober matter-of-factness with imaginative charm. It should not surprise one, then, to
find that the autobiographical chapters which Mr. Garland has entitled A Son of the Middle Border are not only
rewarding as reminiscence, but also rich in the imaginative and emotional values of the author s best fiction.
Here one may perceive all the novelist s trained skill in the portraiture of character, and that larger vision which
sees a human being dramatically in his true setting. Here, too, is to be found an abundance of that vivid and
aIectionately truthful description which in Mr. Garland s other writings has helped to preserve for us the life of
the Middle Western frontier. One hardly knows at first whether one is reading a novel or a biography, so
skillfully is the tale woven; yet the narrative is drawn out as straight as a string; in its composition there is
neither artificiality nor undue reserve. The fullness and richness of the style arises from no luxuriance of self-
expression. For though the author frankly writes of himself, he loses himself in a larger theme. Hamlin Garland
s father was a man...
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