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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The Antiquary, Vol. 23: A Magazine Devoted to the
Study of the Past; January June The First Commissioner of Works has just caused to be placed in the tea-room
of the House of Commons the clerk s table, constructed of solid mahogany, which was rescued from the fire
that destroyed the Palace of Westminster in 1834. It had been used in the House of Commons from 1706 until the
fire of 1834. To meet the requirements of the union between England and Scotland in 1706, Sir Christopher
Wren was employed to enlarge and reconstruct the internal fittings and furniture, by which St. Stephen s
Chapel was adapted for the reception of the House of Commons, and his arrangement and fittings remained
without alteration until the burning of the Houses of Parliament. The table corresponds, both in ornament and
workmanship, with the style which belonged to the commencement of the last century, and it can be identified
with the table represented by the artist Hickel in his picture of Pitt addressing the House of Commons presented
to us by the Emperor of Austria It is smaller than the table that replaced it, and which is still in use, but it is more
artistic in construction. For many years it remained hidden in one of the lumber rooms attached to the Office of
Works, where, however, it has always been treated with care under the traditional impression, of which the
table itself supplies corroboration, that it was made from the designs of Sir Christopher Wren. It has now been
cleaned and polished, and is a very handsome adjunct of the members tea-room. Remnants of the disused
wooden...
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