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ORIGINS OF HUMAN COMMUNICATION

MIT Press Ltd. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Origins of Human Communication, Michael
Tomasello, Human communication is grounded in fundamentally cooperative, even shared, intentions. In this
original and provocative account of the evolutionary origins of human communication, Michael Tomasello
connects the fundamentally cooperative structure of human communication (initially discovered by Paul Grice)
to the especially cooperative structure of human (as opposed to other primate) social interaction. Tomasello
argues that human cooperative communication rests on a psychological infrastructure of shared intentionality
(joint attention, common ground), evolved originally for collaboration and culture more generally. The basic
motives of the infrastructure are helping and sharing: humans communicate to request help, inform others of
things helpfully, and share attitudes as a way of bonding within the cultural group. These cooperative motives
each created di@erent functional pressures for conventionalizing grammatical constructions. Requesting help
in the immediate you-and-me and here-and-now, for example, required very little grammar, but informing and
sharing required increasingly complex grammatical devices. Drawing on empirical research into gestural and
vocal communication by great apes and human infants (much of it conducted by his own research team),
Tomasello argues further that humans' cooperative communication emerged first in the natural gestures of
pointing and pantomiming. Conventional communication, first gestural and then vocal, evolved only aCer
humans already possessed these natural gestures and their shared intentionality infrastructure along with skills
of cultural learning for creating and passing along jointly understood communicative conventions. Challenging
the Chomskian view that linguistic knowledge is innate, Tomasello proposes instead that the most fundamental
aspects of uniquely human communication are biological adaptations for cooperative social interaction in
general and that the purely linguistic dimensions of human communication are cultural conventions and
constructions created by and passed along within particular cultural groups.
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You May Also Like

Origin s o f  th e Exp lo d in g C reep er:  A n  U n to ld  L egen d  In sp ired  b y  Imagin atio n ,                                     
Fu n  an d  Play   
Createspace, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language:
English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. My son loved the idea of finding out
more about the creepers...
Do w n lo ad  eBo o k »      

Stu d y gu id e f o r C reativ e Th in kin g an d  A rts- Based  L earn in g :  Presch o o l Th ro u gh                          
Fo u rth  Grad e b y  J o an  Packer Isen b erg ISBN : 9780131188310           
2011. SoCcover. Book Condition: New. 4th. 8.25 x 11 in. Never HIGHLIGHT a Book Again!
Includes all testable terms, concepts, persons, places, and events. Cram101 Just the FACTS101
studyguides gives all of the outlines, highlights,...
Do w n lo ad  eBo o k »      

Very  Sh o rt Sto ries f o r C h ild ren :  A  C h ild 's Bo o k o f  Sto ries f o r Kid s                      
Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Item doesn't include
CD/DVD.
Do w n lo ad  eBo o k »      

Oxf o rd  Very  First Dictio n ary     
Oxford University Press, United Kingdom, 2012. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Georgie
Birkett (illustrator). 234 x 182 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book. A fully illustrated
alphabetical first dictionary for 4-5 year-olds. A fresh new...
Do w n lo ad  eBo o k »      

Pete's Pecu liar Pet Sh o p : Th e Very  Smelly  Drago n  ( Go ld  A )            
Pearson Education Limited. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Pete's Peculiar Pet
Shop: The Very Smelly Dragon (Gold A), Sheila May Bird, This title is part of Bug Club, the first
whole-school reading programme that...
Do w n lo ad  eBo o k »      
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Stu d y gu id e f o r Presch o o l A p p ro p riate Practices b y  J an ice J .  Beaty  ISBN :                               
9781428304482
2011. SoCcover. Book Condition: New. 3rd. 8.25 x 11 in. Never HIGHLIGHT a Book Again!
Includes all testable terms, concepts, persons, places, and events. Cram101 Just the FACTS101
studyguides gives all of the outlines, highlights,
Do w n lo ad  eBo o k »      

C h ild ren  s Ed u catio n al Bo o k:  J u n io r L eo n ard o  Da Vin ci :  A n  In tro d u ctio n  to  th e                                
A rt,  Scien ce an d  In v en tio n s o f  Th is Great Gen iu s.  A ge 7 8  9  10 Y ear- Old s.  [ U s                                      
En glish ] 
Createspace, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 254 x 178 mm. Language:
English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.ABOUT SMART READS for Kids . Love
Art, Love Learning Welcome. Designed to
Do w n lo ad  eBo o k »      
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Ed u catio n  b y  M arjo rie  V.  F ield s ISBN : 9780136035930            
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Adams Media Corporation. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Unplug Your Kids:
A Parent's Guide to Raising Happy, Active and Well-Adjusted Children in the Digital Age, David
Dutwin, TV. Web Surfing. IMing. Text Messaging. Video
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