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and Its Relations to Comm One of the most remarkable features of modern times is the combination of large
numbers of individuals representing the whole intelligence of nations, for the express purpose of advancing
science by their united efforts, of learning its progress, and of communicating new discoveries The formation of
such associations is, in itself an evidence that they were needed. It is not every one who is called by his situation
in life to assisting extending the bounds of science; but all mankind have a claim to the blessings and benefits
which accrue from its earnest cultivation. The foundation of scientific institutions is an acknowledgment of
these benefits, and this acknowledgment proceeding from whole nations may be considered as the triumph of
mind Over empiricism. Innumerable are the aids afforded to the means of life, to manufactures and to
commerce, by the truths which assiduous and active inquirers have discovered and rendered capable of
practical application. But it is not the mere practical utility of these truths which is of importance. Their
influence upon mental culture is most beneficial; and the new views acquired by the knowledge of them enable
the mind to recognise, in the phenomena of nature, proofs of ah Infinite Wisdom, for the unfathomable
profundity of which, language has no expression. At one of the meetings of the chemical section of the British
Association for the Advancement of Science, the honourable task of preparing...
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